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When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left 
the Sadducees speechless, they met 
together. One of them, a legal expert, 
tested him. “Teacher, what is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?”

Matthew 22:34-46; CEB



He replied, “You must love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your being, 
and with all your mind. This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: You must love your neighbor as you 
love yourself. All the Law and the Prophets 
depend on these two commands.”

Matthew 22:34-46; CEB



Now as the Pharisees were gathering, Jesus 
asked them, “What do you think about the 
Christ? Whose son is he?”

“David’s son,” they replied.

Matthew 22:34-46; CEB



He said, “Then how is it that David, inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, called him Lord when he 
said, The Lord said to my lord, ‘Sit at my 
right side until I turn your enemies into your 
footstool’? If David calls him Lord, how can 
he be David’s son?”

Matthew 22:34-46; CEB



Nobody was able to answer him. And from 
that day forward nobody dared to ask him 
anything.

Matthew 22:34-46; CEB



But their idols are silver and gold,
 made by human hands. 
They have mouths, but cannot speak, 
 eyes, but cannot see. 
They have ears, but cannot hear, 
 noses, but cannot smell. 
They have hands, but cannot feel, 
 feet, but cannot walk, 
 nor can they utter a sound with their throats.
Those who make them will be like them,
 and so will all who trust in them.

Psalm 115:4-8 NIV



“This is the blessing we implore from God; 
and the task that stands before us is that of 
being builders of communion, rather than 
architects of Babel. We are to be servants of 
the coming Kingdom, instead of lords of 
towers destined for ruin.”

-Pope Leo XIV, Magnifica Humanitas



“As idolatry and injustice always go together—
injustice requiring idolatry to justify exploitation, 
idolatry leading to injustice as the idols fail to deliver 
and demand ever greater sacrifices—so with the 
entrenched cultural patterns we call institutions. There 
is always a false god lurking behind every system of 
injustice, the god of nationalism or racism or 
misogyny, wealth or lust or power itself, which 
promises godlike abilities to some at the expense of 
others. “

-Andy Crouch, Playing God
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